Mitumbos: Mapping the Toumey

A Learning Resource by Maughan Pearce for Social Alterations.

This resource has been designed to accompany the documentary,

Mitumba: The Second-Hand Road
by Raffaele Brunetti (2005)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MkdfzC7pKqll

Mitumba: Mapping the Journey. A Learning Resource by Maughan Pearce for
Social Alterations, is licensed under a
Creative CommonsAtiribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License
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= GERMANY

Olaf is a fexfile recycler. He

collects clothes from around

Hamburg and sells them on to
dealers in Southern Europe.

Qi P NAPLES
- ITALY
Mr Russo, is a dealer in used
clothes. He buys lots of clothes,
sorts them into bales and exports
them to many African countries.

qg > DAR ES SALAAM
L TANZANIA
Used clothes are imported from
many western countries and
sold here by the bale. Some
people buy lots and some just
one.

» IRINGA

ﬁ4‘ TANZANIA

Nesco runs a small business

selling used clothes. He buys

one bale at a time from Dar

Es Salaam then sells them at
auction in his home town.

Qi P IRINGA
= TANZANIA
Esther runs a micro business
selling the clothes she buys at
the auction in the small villages
around Iringa.

qg 3 ILAMBIOLE
[ | TANZANIA
Esther fravels to llambiole to sell
her clothes. It is harvest time and
people have money to buy.
Shakaura buys the T-shirt for her
son Lucky.
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**The route shown here is only hypothetical, as exact routes will/may vary.



Mitumbo. Questions: Think/Discuss

Whoat surprised yow about this 5+or\/?
What do the people who donate the clothes think hoppens +o them?

Aport ﬁrgm the main traders, who else is employed in the business of
l*’mumbq.
« What Jobs do +they do?

wWho wears Mitumba. in Tanzonio.”
. Wk\/?

What do the Tanzonians think about the people who donate Mitumbal
» Why might they think this!

V\/k\/ does the Tomz.q;\i(m 3ovemmen+ think. the second hond cloﬂxins trode
is boad for Toanzoania!

Mi‘(’tﬁmb(x is said to affect local clothes production, whot else might offect
Hhis!

Whot is the imFad' of cheop imPor+5 From Asio?
« How might +iis effect Nesco and Esther™

What does Mitumba. meon to Nesco and ES'H/\C(_?
« If they didn't sell Mitumioo whot would their Job be?

Ace there ony nego&ive aspeds +o +he Mitumbo. trade?

What does Esther have to consider to moake her business Proﬁihble?
e Whot ckaJIenges does she foce!

Why might Lucky's mum like o sell Mitumba. +oo?



Mitumbo: Extension Activity

Point of View writing exercise:

Choose one of the Tanzanian characters from the story. Write and
illustrate a journal entry about Mitumba from their point of view.
Try to use the same words they would use to describe their life. What
do they think about Mitumba? How would they respond to the
Tanzanian government’s ideas about Mitumba? What would happen
to them if they couldn’t sell/buy Mitumba» What are their dreams for
their future? How do Mitumba fit into their dreams?

Glossary

Swahili or Kiswahili: The language spoken in Tanzania.

Mitumba: A Swahili word meaning bale or bundle.

[slang] The name given to second hand clothing in some African countries including

Tanzania and Kenya.

Shilingi: The Swahili word for the Tanzanian Shilling (TZS), the unit of currency in
Tanzania. US$ 1 = 1583.85TZS (http://www.foreignexchange.org.uk April 2012)

Micro-business: A very small scale business, with a few employees, sometimes only one.

Useful Links

The Textile Industry and the Mitumba Market in Tanzania [report]
Oliva D. Kinabo 2004

Fast fashion from UK to Uganda [article and video clips]
Jack Garland. BBC (2009)

How Susie Bayer’s T-Shirt Ended Up on Yusuf Mama’s Back [article]
George Packer. New York Times March 31,2002

“Journalists’ Journey through the World of Garments.”

Teaching Sustainable Fashion: A Handbook for Educators. [learning resource]
Stdwind Agentur. Edited by Liz Parker on behalf of Fashioning an Ethical Industry (UK) and Dr.
Marsha A. Dickson on behalf of Educators for Socially Responsible Apparel Business (USA). London:
Label Behind the Label, 2009. Pg. 154.-169

** Note For Educators: For further reading on the trade of used clothing please refer to the Higher Education version of this
document.
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